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Ar#cle III Hellgate 
Treaty of July 16, 

1855, 12 Stat. 975

“ the exclusive right of 
taking fish in all the 
streams running 
through or bordering 
said reserva#on,”…

“also the right of 
taking fish at all usual 
and accustomed 
places, in common 
with the ci#zens of 
the Territory” …



§PCBs, dioxins, 
furans

§Clark Fork River
§Bitterroot River
§Blackfoot River





CSKT Tribal Fisher Exposure Model 

Receptor Population Age Group Exposure Pathways

CSKT Subsistence Fisher • Young  Child (0-6 years)
• Older Child (6-16 years)
• Adult

• Ingestion of resident trout 
and other freshwater finfish 
and shellfish. 

• Ingestion of wildlife and 
plants.

• Non-consumptive uses of 
fish, wildlife or plants.  

• Incidental Ingestion of 
surface soil, sediment & 
surface water

• Dermal contact to surface 
soil, sediment & surface 
water



North Dakota (USEPA 2011)

Tribal Fisher Mean g/day

50% 90% 95%
Nez Perce Tribe (EPA 2016)
National Cancer Institute 98.4 55.2 239 345
Shoshone-Bannock Tribe (EPA 
2016)
National Cancer Institute 23.3  (11.5 child) 10.2 61.5 92.6

Recreational Fisher
Tribal Fisher

17.5 g/day
142.4 g/day

Fish Consumption Rates
EPA Human Health  Risk Assessment for Smurfit Site OU3

Recreational Fisher 

12 g/day (6 g/day child)

Percentiles g/day

EPA Guidance for Assessing Chemical Contaminant Data for Use in Fish 
Consumption Advisories



EPA Final HHRA Smurfit OU3
Tribal Fisher Risk

Fish Sampling
§2019 Fish Samples (MFWP & 
EPA)
§Rainbow Trout & Northern Pike
§Fillets (w/skin, belly flap)
& Carcass 
§CFR Missoula to Saint Regis & 
BiKerroot River
§Dioxins, Furans, PCBs

Risk Es'mate
§Unacceptable risk from 
consuming fillets or whole-body 
fish - northern pike or rainbow 
trout

§TEQ risks primarily driven by 
coplanar PCBs

§Unacceptable cumulaUve risks 
driven by fish consumpUon  
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