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Topics

• Superfund Community Involvement
• Leviathan Updates
• Tribal Consultation
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NCP: Community Involvement Objectives

• Conduct early, frequent and meaningful community involvement

• Keep the public well-informed of ongoing and planned activities
• Encourage and enable the public to get involved

• Listen carefully to what the public is saying

• Consider changing planned actions where public comments or concerns are considered by the 
site team

• Explain to community members how EPA considered their comments, what the Agency plans to 
do, and why this decision was made
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Required Activities: Remedial
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Recommended Activities: Remedial
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Required Activities: Removal
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Recommended Activities: Removal



EPA and Environmental Justice

Environmental justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, 
national origin, or income, with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations, and policies. 

This goal will be achieved when everyone enjoys:  

• The same degree of protection from environmental and health hazards, and

• Equal access to the decision-making process to have a healthy environment in which to live, learn, and work.
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Leviathan Mine Activities - Examples
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• Cooperative Agreement with Washoe Environmental Protection Department
• TASC support (Technical Advisor)
• Site Tours – Washoe tribal leadership, stakeholder groups, public
• Community Meetings
• Fact Sheets
• Presentations/Guest Speaking
• Tabling/Participation at Community Events
• (Updating) Community Involvement Plan
• Communication Strategies
• Website updates 
• Video Updates 
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… Indian Tribes may apply for support agency Cooperative Agreements to ensure 
their meaningful and substantial involvement in response activities, as specified 
in sections 104 and 121(f)(1) of CERCLA and the NCP (40 CFR part 300)….

Leviathan Mine Cooperative 
Agreements with the Washoe 
Tribe of Nevada & California

1998 – present 

Environmental Protection & Superfund 
with Tribal Partners



Technical Assistance Services for Communities 
(TASC) Program
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Leviathan Mine TASC



TASC: Technical Advisor Services
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Review and Comment on Site-Wide Results  
• Remedial Investigation Report 
• Baseline Human Health Risk Assessment
• Baseline Ecological Risk Assessment

Special Attention to Washoe Tribal Lifeways
• Formerly submitted to EPA by WEPD 
• EPA required Responsible Party to incorporate into 

Risk Assessment
• Currently being reviewed by WEPD, TASC Technical 

Advisor, EPA



Site Tours & Community 
Meetings
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Community Involvement 
Plan (CIP)

• Discusses EPA’s site-specific strategy for informing 
and engaging community members

• Required for all Remedial actions and Removal 
actions longer than 120 days

• Incorporates interviews with the community

• Incorporates comments from the community on 
the draft CIP

CURRENTLY BEING UPDATED
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Environmental Protection & Superfund 
with Tribal Partners
Government-to-Government Consultation (for example in decision-making) 

• The EPA Policy on Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribes establishes clear EPA standards for the 
consultation process 

• It defines when and how consultation takes place
• It designates EPA consultation contacts to promote consistency and coordination of the process
• and It establishes management oversight and reporting to ensure accountability and transparency

Regional Tribal Operations Committee (RTOC)
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The Tribal Superfund Working Group (TSFWG)



Summary

• Superfund Community Involvement
• Tools, activities (required and recommended)
• Remedial and Removal pathways
• Technical support and capacity building examples: Cooperative Agreements, 

TASC, RTOC, ITEP
• Leviathan Updates

• Site specific examples
• Tribal Consultation

• Formal process of Government-to-Government Consultation
• Ongoing additional tribal coordination
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Thank You

Freyja Knapp
~ US EPA Project Manager for Leviathan Mine ~

US EPA Region 9
(415) 972-3025

Knapp.Freyja@epa.gov 
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